Calix User Group Conference

November 6-9, 2010 
Wynn Las Vegas
To:


From:


Re:
2010 Calix User Group Conference Proposal
I’d like approval to attend the 7th annual Calix User Group Conference, held November 6-9 in Las Vegas, Nevada – the one conference each year that brings together, in-person, the entire community of Calix experts and nearly 1000 of my peers. This conference will provide FREE OF CHARGE 2½ days of valuable education and training, allowing me to pick up skills and knowledge that will not only make me more efficient and effective in my role, but also give me the tools to train others. Special tracks in the conference have been built around best practices, products, solutions, and training, while highlighting new access innovations and operational efficiencies. As mentioned above, the conference is FREE to Calix customers, but I anticipate that incidentals like travel, hotel, and food outside the Calix event would likely cost less than $1,000 – a small price to pay to ensure that we’re getting the most from our Calix investment.
In particular, I’d like to focus on these areas:

· New Calix Unified Access innovations
· Best practices around Calix platforms and solutions
· Up-to-date training on deploying and managing Calix solutions (CMS, C7, E7, and ONTs)
· The latest updates on Calix Compatible Partner solutions
In addition to 40+ breakout sessions with over 50 Calix customers and industry technology experts, the conference also offers the chance to problem-solve with some of our technology partners. The Calix Compatible Partner Expo, which features the latest innovative solutions from 20 Calix partners, is the perfect place to pick up new ideas to drive more productivity from our access network and resources. I can get also get up-to-speed on all the new features of the Calix Access portfolio with a full day of education.
An approximate breakdown of conference costs:

Airfare: 






$  500

                          Transportation: (round trip taxi from airport to hotel)
$    80
Hotel: (3 nights at $119)




$  357
Meals: (3 days on Calix)




no charge
Registration fee: (full conference)


no charge
TelcoTV Exhibits  (free to Calix USG attendees):

no charge
Total: 






$  937
Anticipated savings / return on this investment:

Positive returns from attending this event would include such items as training ($300 value), new operational efficiencies (substantial value) and, TelcoTV Exhibits free to Calix USG attendees 
($150 value).
If I attend, I’ll submit a post-conference report that will include an executive summary, major takeaways, tips, and a set of recommendations to maximize our current investment in Calix’s products. I can also share relevant information with key personnel throughout the company. 

Thank you for considering this request. If I could get approval now, I could limit additional costs by purchasing my flights well in advance of the event. I look forward to your reply.

Regards,
*Consulting Engineers will receive a PDH certificate for 20 hours if they attend the Conference starting with the Sunday 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM training.
